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Surprising Japan is a profound academic textbook 
for Japanese students that are interested in comparative 
cultures. This textbook helps students compare different 
cultures by specially adapting 15 popular columns for 
students of English. It also has various cultural essays and 
exercises that will stimulate lively classroom discussion 
and leave students with a lasting insight on just some of the 
things that make Japan and other countries so interesting 
and surprising.
This textbook is also helpful for extra comparative 
cultural related activities such as presentations and debates 
because there are so many things to discuss such as, "Why 
do Japanese bang sticks at night?", "Why do women get 
better prices?", and "Why don't Japanese men give presents 
on Valentine's day?" If you agree with the premise that 
EFL classrooms should be a place to study both language 
and culture, then Surprising Japan is a book well worth 
sampling. Each of the 15 chapters begins with a question 
like those above followed by 6 pages of exercises that will 
give your students a 4-skills workout in an engaging and 
informative manner.  This book would be ideal for a course 
focusing on cross-cultural themes, and could also be used 
as a supplemental text for any speaking class.  Each chapter 
has more than enough exercises to fill a 90-minute class and 
is specifically designed to help Japanese students think and 
communicate about their culture.
Based on the Japan Times columns written by Alice 
Gordenker, the text is targeted at learners in the TOEIC 
300-500 range. Each chapter begins with warm-up 
questions and vocabulary, followed by a one-page reading 
and accompanying comprehension questions. Each chapter 
also includes listening and discussion activities, but the task 
section at the end of each chapter is perhaps the highlight 
of this text. All of the tasks are well constructed and offer 
great flexibility in terms of application.  Finally, the text has 
a glossary of phrases and expressions that are especially 
helpful for the discussion and task sections at the end of 
each chapter.
Surprising Japan has a CD, teachers guide and smart-
phone application. The teachers guide is helpful, but a bit 
on the thin side.  For experienced teachers this should not 
pose a problem, although some first-time users might wish 
for more in the way of additional exercises, supplementary 
materials or teaching recommendations. While the guide 
does include some supplemental exercises and a Japanese 
translation of the reading exercises, perhaps the most 
important omission is the lack of quizzes or tests.
The smart-phone application has not been used by this 
reviewer, but more information and downloads can be found 
at the following URL. As the students become more familiar 
with these topics, it becomes much more easy for them to 
explain and talk more freely about their own country Japan 
to anyone they meet.
URL
http://www.shohakusha.com/detail.php?id=b0000000675&f
ree=surprising+japan&key_m=1
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